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Political Science and Experiments

Toh-Kyeong Ahn(Seoul National University)

An experiment is an intervention into naturally occurring
situations in order to measure objects or processes that are nor
feasible under natural circumstances or to make causal inferences
that are limited with naturally occurring data. Political science has
long included both empirical and normative research, but
experimentation, a gold standard of scientific method, has been
considered impossible or irrelevant. Technological advances, policy
opportunities and researchers’ creativity have now changed the
situation and experiments are now becoming one of the essential
research methods in political science. This paper introduces three
types of political science experiments — laboratory, field, and
survey experiments — and reviews representative research in each

of the three types.

Keywords: Political Method, Experimental Method, Political
Experiments





